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New Physician Assistant program earns accreditation-
provisional status 
 
The Accreditation Review Commission on 
Education for the Physician Assistant, Inc. (ARC-
PA) has granted accreditation-provisional status to 
the new Physician Assistant program at the Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine. 
 
Accreditation-provisional is an accreditation status 
granted when the plans and resource allocation, if 
fully implemented as planned, of a proposed 
program that has not yet enrolled students appear to 
demonstrate the program’s ability to meet ARC-PA Standards or when a program holding accreditation- 
provisional status appears to demonstrate continued progress in complying with the Standards as it 
prepares for the graduation of the first class, or cohort, of students. 
 
"Accreditation is a critical step in establishing a strong, quality Physician Assistant program," said 
Program Director Ginger Boles, M.S., PA-C. "I am proud of the group of talented individuals we have 
brought together as principal faculty in this new program at Marshall University. We were pleased with 
our site visit in March 2020 and confident in our ability to showcase the program we’ve established. Now, 
our undivided attention turns toward completing our first application cycle and welcoming the first class 
of students in January 2021." 
 
Marshall’s Physician Assistant program, housed in the Robert W. Coon Education Building on the 
campus of the Hershel "Woody" Williams VA Medical Center in Huntington, includes both didactic and 
clinical components and takes 28 months to complete. According to the American Academy of Physician 
Assistants, 75% of physician assistants receive multiple job offers upon graduation. 
 
"We intentionally built this program as part of our medical school using the medical school training 
model because physicians and physician assistants work so closely as part of a health care team, 
especially in rural settings," said Bobby L. Miller, M.D., vice dean of medical education at the School of 
Medicine. "Shared faculty, collaboration and joint clinical rotations will go a long way in helping prepare 
both our physician assistant and medical students for the real-world experiences that lie ahead." 
 
Applications for enrollment must be submitted online through the Centralized Application Service for 




Photo: Pictured left to right are members of the faculty and staff of Marshall University’s Physician 
Assistant program—Benjamin Spurlock, M.S., PA-C, principal faculty; Denise Chambers, M.S., PA-C, 
principal faculty and clinical skills director; K. Dean Wright, MPAS, PA-C, clinical coordinator; Ginger 
Boles, M.S., PA-C, program director; Diana Maue, program manager; and Kimberly Brooks, 







Buildings at campuses, centers to reopen to the public 
Monday 
 
Marshall’s campuses and centers will open to the public 
this coming Monday, July 27.  Face coverings will be 
required and social distancing will be practiced to the 
extent possible.  For more information, visit the Return to 



















All students, faculty and staff are invited to read along with President Gilbert as part of the 
university's new Coalition for Anti-Racism. There will be virtual opportunities to discuss this 




Marshall researcher awarded $750,000 to study relationship 
between stress and addiction 
 
Price E. Dickson, Ph.D., an assistant professor in the 
department of biomedical sciences at the Marshall University 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, was recently awarded a 
grant from the National Institute on Drug Abuse (NIDA) to 
further his research on the genetic relationship between stress 
and addiction. 
 
A critical public health issue, addiction is impacted by both 
genetic and environmental factors. In recent studies, Dickson 
and colleagues found that gene x stress interactions revealed 
that certain individuals are genetically susceptible, whereas 
others are genetically resistant, to addiction disorders following exposure to chronic environmental stress. 
Through this three-year NIDA grant for $746,949, Dickson will use advanced mouse resources to identify 
and characterize the genes and mechanisms in brain reward pathways driving the enhancing effect of 
environmental stress in addiction liability. 
 
"We need to better understand the genetic mechanisms between stress and addiction, as these findings 
may lead to novel treatments for drug addiction," Dickson said. 
 
The grant was awarded as part of NIDA’s K99/R00 program to facilitate a timely transition from a 
mentored postdoctoral research position into a stable independent faculty position with independent NIH 
or other research support. Dickson joined the School of Medicine faculty in June 2020, following two 
years of postdoctoral research at the Jackson Laboratory in Bar Harbor, Maine. Dickson’s R00 grant 
award is the second part of a five-year award. 
 
 
EDA award will bolster RCBI ability to deliver economic 
assistance during COVID-19 pandemic 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) has been awarded $300,000 by the U.S. Economic Development 
Administration (EDA) to boost its capacity to support regional economic development in response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic. 
 
"This award will enable RCBI to more effectively deliver critical assistance and broaden our outreach to 
bolster West Virginia businesses and entrepreneurs struggling during this unprecedented economic crisis 
brought on by the COVID-19 pandemic," said Charlotte Weber, RCBI director and CEO. "The EDA has 
long been an economic catalyst in West Virginia through its support of our West Virginia EDA 
University Center and other initiatives at RCBI and Marshall University." 
 
RCBI’s EDA University Center will use the CARES Act Recovery Assistance funding to assist small- 
and mid-size manufacturers and entrepreneurs statewide in their COVID-based business responses. The 
support will target business pivots and modifications through access to emerging technology. The EDA 
University Center leverages the resources of the university to spur economic development in the region. 
 
The EDA funds will allow RCBI to add additional resources to the EDA University Center that include a 
design engineering position to assist specifically with prototyping and small-batch manufacturing. It will 
augment the resources in its Innovation Center to increase the access of micro-entrepreneurs and very 
early-stage startup businesses, which will include the purchase of new 3D-printing technology to increase 
capacity. 
 
The University Center will focus on advancing regional commercialization efforts through a combination 
of design assistance, rapid prototyping, small-batch manufacturing, quality implementation and the 
expansion of new markets. Additionally, RCBI will leverage distance technology to assist manufacturers 
and business owners with the adoption of lean practices in the management of their businesses. 
 
This effort builds on the core mission of the EDA University Center at Marshall University, which 
leverages research and educational resources available through the strength of Marshall’s academic and 
outreach programs and harnesses them to improve the economic stability and growth of business in West 
Virginia, said Bill Woodrum, director of RCBI’s EDA University Center. 
 
West Virginia’s two U.S. senators praised the EDA award at a time when many state residents and 
businesses are struggling. 
 
"As health care providers across West Virginia care for those with COVID-19, we also need to address 
the economic impacts of this global health crisis on our communities and businesses," said Sen. Joe 
Manchin. "I am pleased the EDA is supporting Marshall University’s initiatives to boost economic 
development in Huntington and across the region. Main Street needs help right now, and I will continue 
to fight for funding in future COVID-19 response packages that assist our local businesses and 
communities during this difficult time." 
 
"The COVID-19 pandemic has put tremendous pressure on our economy in West Virginia," said Sen. 
Shelley Moore Capito. "As a result, we must provide the resources to build the foundation our state needs 
once we are able to operate at full capacity again. This funding will help support Marshall University in 
this goal and provide Huntington and the surrounding area with a needed economic boost. I thank the 
EDA for their support in helping our state adjust to these challenging times." 
 
Businesses and entrepreneurs that need assistance should contact Woodrum by phone at 800-469-7224 or 









Marshall Health’s section of gastroenterology continues 
growth 
 
The Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, Marshall Health and 
Cabell Huntington Hospital welcome Pramod Pantangi, M.D., to 
their team of gastroenterologists. 
 
Pantangi has been named an assistant professor in the department 
of internal medicine at the Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine. 
He sees adult patients with a wide variety of gastrointestinal 
ailments and is skilled in general endoscopic procedures, including 
colonoscopy, EGD and motility studies. 
 
Pantangi earned his medical degree at Osmania Medical College in Hyderabad, India. He completed his 
internal medicine residency at SUNY Upstate Medical University in Syracuse, New York, where he also 
completed fellowships in gastroenterology and geriatrics. He is certified by the American Board of 
Internal Medicine with a subspecialty certification in gastroenterology. 
 
Pantagi joins fellow gastroenterologists Wesam M. Frandah, M.D.; Ahmed M. Sherif, M.D., AGAF, 
FASGE; Marc A. Subik, M.D.; and Umapathy Sundaram, M.D., AGAF, at Marshall Internal Medicine, 
an outpatient department of Cabell Huntington Hospital in Huntington. Pantagi is currently accepting new 









Marshall Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery July Specials 
 
This  month we are also offering 40% off select Obagi products while supplies  last: Toner, 
Retinol 0.5, Hydrate, Exfoderm, Exfoderm Forte, 360  Exfoliating Cleanser, Elastiderm Eye 
Cream. 
For more information or an appointment, call Marshall Plastic & Reconstructive Surgery at 
304-691-8910. 








































School of Medicine faculty member creates recreational 
guide 
 
Dr. Michelle Hudson, director of neuropsychology and associate professor in the department of neurology 
in the School of Medicine, has created  a Tri-State Outdoors Recreational Guide that members of the 
Marshall community may find useful. It is located at  www.kyohwvrecreation.org 
 
“As an outdoors enthusiast, I created the guide as a community service project with the goal of helping 
people become more aware of the numerous activities our region has to offer locally and within a 2-hour 
drive of Huntington,” Hudson said. 
 



















Coronavirus Statistics for Summer as of 7/17/2020: 
Number of People Tested:  181 
Confirmed Cases:                11 
Recovered Cases:                  8 
Currently Active Cases:         3 








The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed July 29, 2020. Please send 
items for consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, July 27, 2020. 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/July-22-2020. 
